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commands at Grosvenor Square.    I find that this Mr. Francis
is entirely in the interests of Lord Clive." *
The man, thus thought to have been so entirely in
the interests of the great Clive, whose services were re-
warded in England by defamation, and threats of im-
peachment, had now returned home, nearly eight years
after this visit at Beaconsfield, with the fixed determina-
tion to bring about the impeachment of the equally
great, and no less injured Warren Hastings ! To this
end, he united himself most intimately with Burke,
whose passions had already been inflamed against
the Governor General, and whose grand object at
this time was, to annihilate the political existence of
the East India Company, and to transfer its immense
patronage to that home Government, in which, through
the Rockingham party, Mr. Francis had every prospect
of soon obtaining an eminent place. By that interest
he shortly after obtained a seat in Parliament; where,
first as member and prompter of the Committee which
drew up the report, and afterwards as witness in Sir
Gilbert Elliot's accusation, he gave evidence against my
father in his place in the House of Commons.
Francis, though professing an exclusive adherence to
Burke and Fox, courted both sides of the incongruous
coalition ministry. He endeavoured to ingratiate him-
self with Lord North, by means of his lordship's secre-
tary, Mr. Brummell;^ he beset Lord North's house,
and would have crawled up its back stairs; but he
found no opening there. The following private letter was
written by Mr. Barwell shortly after his return to
England, and addressed to Mr. Hastings in Calcutta.
cc Ormond Street, Feb. 1, 1782.
" It is with pleasure I inform you that Francis daily loses
ground. The petulance and captiousness of his character have
totally sunk him in the opinion of the Directors, and his
manners have caused that disgust which breaks forth into
reproach whenever his name is mentioned. Your friend, Mr.
Sullivan, has, with infinite ability, defeated him in his at-
tempt on the direction^ and his impatience under it has com-
* Correspondence of the Right Honourahle Edmund Burke, hetween
the year 1744, and the period of his decease, in 1797. Edited by Charles
WiHiam, Earl PitzwDliam, and Lieut. General Sir Richard Bourlce, K.C.B.
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t Pather of the late Beau BrummeU.